Science 8: Physical Science Syllabus
2015-2016

Welcome to Physical Science!  I am very excited about this year and the students in my class.  Although science can be challenging, I feel confident that together we will be successful in mastering this material through hard work and dedication to learning.  Because of the state requirements, we have a great deal to cover in a short amount of time, which requires that each student fully apply him/herself.  


In order to prepare your child for the standards of learning (SOLs), this class will be very structured.  Throughout each week the student will receive notes pertaining to each section of the chapter.  We will also be completing activities and labs to reinforce important concepts.  Quizzes will be given daily to assess the student’s understanding of each section and tests will generally be given at the end of each chapter or unit.  Regular attendance and active participation during class are vital in grasping the material.  Homework is also an essential part of this course and is required in order for the student to do well in the class.  The student will almost always have a reading assignment to review and/or prepare for the following day.   If your son or daughter will keep up with the weekly requirements and complete chapter assignments and class work, he/she should do very well in mastering the material.  


At certain points throughout the semester, the student will be assessed for comprehension of the material.  If he/she does not meet the requirements they may be asked to stay after school for remediation.

I look forward to an exciting and successful year!

Katie Rakes
Class Webpage: www.katierakes.weebly.com
E-mail Address: katie.rakes@bvcps.net 
Course Description:  

The Physical Science standards stress an in-depth understanding of the nature and structure of matter and the characteristics of energy. The standards place considerable emphasis on the technological application of physical science principles. Major areas covered by the standards include the organization and use of the periodic table; physical and chemical changes; nuclear reactions; temperature and heat; sound; light; electricity and magnetism; and work, force, and motion.
Grading: Tests= 35%

    Quizzes= 30%

    Labs/Projects= 25%

    Homework/ Classwork= 10%

Tests- Tests will count for 35% of the nine-week grade and will be given periodically to assess the student’s understanding of the material, generally consisting of information from each unit.  

Quizzes- Quizzes will be given DAILY to assess mastery of key concepts and averaged for a weekly quiz grade.  They will count for 30% of the nine- week grade.   
Labs/Projects- Lab assignments, class activities, and projects to reinforce concepts will be assigned regularly.  They will count for 25% of the nine-week grade.  Participation is mandatory and completion of complementary materials will be assessed for completion and/or correctness.  If absent during an in-class only experiment or lab, an alternative assignment may be given.  
Focus Journal- The journal will be completed at the beginning of each class, addressing a focus question.  Journals will be checked periodically and count as a quiz grade.

Homework/Class work- Homework and daily class assignments will count for 10% of the nine-week grade. Homework for the day can be found on the board and is expected to be completed, if assigned.  If absent, arrangements will need to be made to complete and turn in the work.  Assignments missed can be found in the absent folder at the front of the room and should be completed within the number of days the student was out of class.   
Subscribe to remind.com to receive daily homework alerts from me.  Visit https://www.remind.com/join/sci8rakes . 
Class materials needed:

· 3-ring binder (all work must be kept in an organized binder)
· 1 (100) pack of 3”x 5” index cards 
· Paper 
· Writing utensils (NEEDED DAILY!)
· Colored pencils

· Textbook (issued by school)

· *Please bring a calculator daily (separate from your phone)
Grading Scale
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If at any time during the semester you have any questions or concerns about your son/daughter, please do not hesitate to call the school and set up an appointment to talk with me.  Emails are also welcome.  I will be happy to provide you with reports as to how your child is progressing in my class, but I encourage you to check PowerSchool regularly, as this is the best way to keep track of your child’s progress.   If you have concerns about your child’s grade, please contact me at least two weeks prior to the end of the grading period. 
School Phone # 540-261-2127
My Email:  katie.rakes@bvcps.net
*I will try to respond to any e-mails within 24 hours.  If you do not hear back from me within 24 hours double-check your outbox to make sure your e-mail was sent to the correct address! 

Expectations & Procedures:

1. Obey all school rules without exception.

2. Respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher, and the classroom materials.

3. Give 100% effort for the entire class period each and every day.

4. Please leave food and drinks in your locker.   Water is ok (
5. Please leave backpacks, purses, and sports bags in your locker.

6. Be on time and prepared for class (textbooks, homework, writing utensils). Students will NOT be permitted to return to locker to get class materials.
7. No late homework will be accepted for full credit.  If absent, follow handbook rules.

8. Homework will generally be turned in as soon as the tardy bell rings.

9. It will be the responsibility of the student to pick up any missed assignment due to absence.  All work missed can be found in the “absent folder” at the front of the room.  Check the class webpage katierakes.weebly.com to see what you missed in class, and complete the homework assignments listed on the Remind.com widget.   
